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treatment of the mathematical theory, while correct in the main
essentials, was not very rigorous, so I wrote it out in the MSS enclosed
with your books. I hope that you will agree with the emendations.
I tested some of the numbers on your theoretical curves and found them
substantially correct, but it would probably be advisable for you to test
a few points again with the theoretical formulae. Eve kindly recon-
structed your final sentence which I did not feel equal to altering. I have
to thank you for your kind expression of good-will but doubt if I
deserve it.
I am prepared to communicate the paper to the Phil Mag,, if you
decide to send it to them, you might signify the same to me, I would fix
up the curves well and refer to them when you are speaking of the
active curves earlier in the paper.
I have been back here three weeks, and just started lectures. Bronson
and Eve have started work and I am doing a few things*
I am expecting to get the papers on the mass of the alpha particles
of radium, actinium and thorium published in the October Phil.
Mag.
The plates I forwarded of our photographs were all smashed to pieces
in transit, so we had to prepare fresh ones.
We have had a very warm summer but the weather is now very cool
and pleasant. I intend to pursue an easier life this year as I find that I
feel lazy. You saw no doubt that Soddy says the alpha particle is
initially uncharged. I will believe it entirely when I have seen it for
myself,
You were quite right about the radium bottle. It has all precipitated
again. Don't worry about it, however, you did your best to put it into
shape and I think I can manage all right, if it is lead, by doing a little
chemical work myself.
I was surprised to hear that Boltssmann had taken his own life, He is
one of the last of the big men of the old school of Maxwell, Helmholtz
and Kelvin.
I got a letter from Levin from Paris, before his visit to Cambridge.
He feigns happiness even if he has it not. Dr RumcHn will be over next
month to represent your native land.
I am glad you are getting thhgs in shape in Berlin* I trust that you
will be able to convince the 'savants' that there is some method in our
madness.